AR COHNELAMNA

i i daily antipyyohotic drig on the pr-
v of i pediatrician trying to gueil the
a;w 5 SevorE Lemper thntrems
g o troabisd ddier’s jour
ey frian one doctor 1o ancther, from one
dlapmonia o oancilier, mveiving even
nore drugs, danismm, bspolar disorder, by
;!i.‘!'a{:ﬁ’-fi-t}r; insoila, oppositional defi
ant digorder, The boy's daily pifl regimen
muitiplied: the antipsyehotic Risperdad,
the antidepressant Prozac, two sleeping
medicines and one [or attention-deficit
chisorder, AN by the thoe he was 3.

He was sedated, drooling and ower-
weight from the stde effects of the anti-
psychobic medicine. Althoagh his meth-
a1, Brandy Warren, had been at her
Cwi's el when she resoried o the
drig trestment, she began o worry
about Kyle's altered personality.

“AlL Ehad was 2 medicated Bitle boy)”
s Warren said. " didn't have my son.
it's ke, youw'd look into s eyes, and
you wosld just see just blankness.”

Today, Eyle, &, is iy his fourth week of
fivat grade. scoring high marks on his
Arstiests, He s rambunciious and much
thiborer. Weaned off the drogs through a
program affiliated with Tulane Univer-
sity in New Orleans that is aimed at
helping low-neome iamities whose chil-
dren have mental bealth problems, Kyle
novw Banhy easily and teases his family,

Ma, Warren and Evle's new doctors
soinf e bis remackable progrdss — and
g e commen disgnoss fog children
sl et orncleisin hyperactivity dis-
pecdee - as proot h?dr hie ghaosd i}dw*

ty in New York found a doubling of the
rate of prescribing antipsychotic drugs
for privately msured 2- 1o S-year-olds
from 2000 to 2007 Only 40 percent of
them had received a proper mental
health assessment, viclating practice
standards from the American Academy
o Child and Adolescent Psychiatry.

“There are too many children getting
on ton many of these drugs too soon,”
said Dy, Mark Olfson, professor of clinic-
ai psyehiairy and lead researcher in the
government-financed study.

Such treatments are needed, some
doctors say, to help children with severe
problems stay safe and in school. In
2006, the FIDA. did approve treating
children as young as 3 with Risperdal if
they had autiste disorder and aggres.
sive behavior, soif-injury tendencies,
fantiims or severe mood swings Two
other drugs, Serogusl rom Astradenoca
and Ay from BristobMyers Squibb,
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Toys bearing the name of an antipsychotic drug af the office of Kyle Warren's psychiatrist,

Even the most reluctant prescribers
enceunter @ marketing juggernant thag
has made antipsychotics America's top
sojling class of drugs by revenue, $14.6
biliion Last year, with prominent prome-
tinns aimed at treating chfldren. In the
waiting room of Kyle's original child
psychiateist, children played with oy
bricks stamped with the word Risper-
dal, made by Johnson & Johnsen, Iz bas
since lost its patent on the drug and
stopped handing out the toys.

Kyie was rascusd from his medicated
state through a program caifed Early
Chilithood Supperts and Services, estab-

“You'd look into his eyes, and
you would just see blankness.”

s throsgha contisens
il psyrhdntrists at Tu-
iniang State |

Sished in Lo
of Hike-roandaed
fzne University, Louwl

2 wign @ Regithy baby phvsical
wits afyad of some Hdngs By s lmm
Boors dning up oops When dpsel he

amed, threw obiects, even hit his
an the will or floor — 7108 unear-
foe fodediery, bul {eightening, When
s}ehlaw ;ur worsened iiter his brother
Warren tirned 10 a pediad -
iy, B Maetin 1 deGravedls, Within
five pinotes of sitiing with o, he looked
abrne and said, He has autism, there’s oo
doult shatin, © M Warren said,

D deGravelie’s clinic notes say Kyie
wias iy peractive, was prose 1o Tantrums,
spokeonty three words ard ' doss not in-
teract well with sirangers”” He pree
seribed Risperdal " Kylo at the thne was
very aggrassive and eastdy agiiated, so
v ey T fined medication that can maks
him more ¢asity controlied, because vou
can't reason with an -momth-cld” Dy
deGraveile skid i a phone e view,

Bol Kyle was potaudstic, accurding e
several later evaluations, including one
that D deGravelie arranged withaneu-
rologist. Kyle did nof have the autisii
child's core deficit of sotial interaction,
Br. Glenson sarl, Tnstead, be craved at-
temition from bus metizer, Y He bad fron
Ble communicating,” Ur Gleason Suud.
“He didn’t have poople 16 histen fo

After the neurologist review, the diag-
aosls chapged 1 Yopeositionad defian
disorder”” and the Risperdal continued,

third birthday phots shows a
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